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and devoted friends and colleagues. No tribute
from us can rouse them from a long night of
mourning. That takes time and the mysterious
workings of the heart. But surely some comfort
comes with the memory of the happiness they
brought, the difference they made, the goodness
they left inside those whom they loved and
touched.

Last month at Andrews Air Force Base, Hil-
lary and I walked out into the hangar that day
to meet the families and share with them the
homecoming of their loved ones for the last
time. There we saw a larger family, many stand-
ing and pressed together, people from the State
and Defense Departments, from our military,
from AID and the CDC. They, too, lost brothers
and sisters. They, too, must be immensely proud
of their friends, the traditions, the accomplish-
ments, the life they shared.

All of us must stand together with our friends
from Kenya and Tanzania and other peaceloving
nations—yes, in grief, but also in common com-
mitment to carry on the cause of peace and
freedom, to find those responsible and bring
them to justice, not to rest as long as terrorists
plot to take more innocent lives, and in the

end, to convince people the world over that
there is a better way of living than killing others
for what you cannot have today. For our larger
struggle, for hope over hatred and unity over
division, is a just one. And with God’s help,
it will prevail. We owe to those who have given
their lives in the service of America and its
ideal to continue that struggle most of all.

In their honor, let us commit to open our
hearts with generosity and understanding; to
treat others who are different with respect and
kindness; to hold fast to our loved ones; and
always to work for justice, tolerance, freedom,
and peace.

May God be with their souls.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:12 p.m. at the
Washington National Cathedral. In his remarks,
he referred to Bishop Ronald H. Haines and Dean
Nathan Baxter, Washington National Cathedral;
civil rights activist Rev. Jesse Jackson; Janet
Langhart, wife of Secretary of Defense William
S. Cohen; Prudence Bushnell, U.S. Ambassador
to Kenya; and John E. Lange, U.S. Charge
d’Affairs, Tanzania.

Statement on the Nomination of Richard Holbrooke as United States

Ambassador to the United Nations
September 11, 1998

On June 18, I announced my intent to nomi-
nate Richard Holbrooke as U.S. Ambassador to
the United Nations because of my confidence
that he will make an outstanding U.N. Ambas-
sador. Ambassador Holbrooke has made remark-
able contributions to our Nation’s security in
this administration and in previous administra-
tions: working to bring lasting peace to Bosnia,
helping to diffuse tensions and find workable
solutions in Kosovo and Cyprus, serving as our
Ambassador to Germany, promoting peace in
regions of Asia.

Ambassador Holbrooke has stated that he is
cooperating with a review by the Departments
of State and Justice of his financial disclosure
reports and contacts with State Department offi-
cials during the year following his departure
from government service in February 1996. I
look forward to a prompt resolution of this re-
view and submission of his nomination to the
Senate.
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